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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Transition Bollington group and ‘Mad about power’ sub-group volunteers developed and organised a 

Bollington wide community transport survey, with 429 respondents to date. The survey goal was to better 

understand how people move around our town, identify the barriers to certain modes of transport and make 

recommendations for change in partnership with Cheshire East, Town council and other community groups.   

The survey was conducted prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, which has had a major impact on 

all aspects of community and economic life. The barriers and opportunities highlighted by this survey will be 

impacted also. 

Survey findings 

Bus travel - People responded that they would use buses more if barriers were removed, these 

barriers included: timetabling - particularly the lack of a Sunday and evening bus service; bus journeys take 

too long or not frequent enough; limited bus routes - particularly for accessing local train stations and other 

nearby towns & destinations; cost of using the bus (except bus passes); lack of free secondary school bus.  

Cycling - Barriers to increased uptake of cycling included: safety of cycling - on-street / on-pavement 

parking, unsafe vehicle speeds, poor road surfaces, all make cycling difficult and dangerous in and around 

Bollington; limited access points to the Middlewood way and poor lighting; not enough dedicated cycle routes 

or separation from cars; very little bike storage. 

Walking – The responses were similar to cycling, in that people would walk more if it weren’t for 

barriers such as: safety - speed of vehicles on the road, limited space on pavements due to parking, not 

enough crossing points; accessibility issues for those with mobility difficulties; air and noise pollution levels. 

Carshare – Although 25% of respondents did carshare already, if a suitable carshare scheme were 

available locally there would be interest in using carsharing significantly more.  

Electric vehicles (EV) – The primary barriers to increased uptake of EVs are high entry cost to 

owning an EV, the availability of charging points and time taken to charge vehicles.  

Recommendations 

The respondents came up with many good ideas within the survey, from the results and these ideas our 

volunteers have developed recommendations, below is a shortlist for each transport mode surveyed. 

Bus travel – Resume Sunday and evening services to Macclesfield. Introduce a Bollington in-town & 

local area electric shuttle bus for school run to primary schools and to provide access to local businesses, 

amenities and healthcare. Combine with 'on-demand' service for specific pickup and destinations. 

Cycling - Improve safety of cycle routes both on and off-road through measures to give cycling and 

walking priority. Introduce more cycle routes and - where feasible - segregated cycle lanes and cycle parking 

in and around the town, including a safe walking/ cycling route to Prestbury and Adlington. 

Walking – Improve safety of walking routes with clear pavements, crossings and potential shared 

space areas. Introduce a 20mph speed limit throughout Bollington for improved traffic flow and cycle safety. 

Car sharing – Develop and implement a trial of an organised car share scheme for local users. 

Electric Vehicles - Rapidly introduce appropriate EV charging infrastructure in Bollington and the 

surrounding area. Investigate a community EV carpool scheme to increase accessibility.  

The overall response of the survey indicates a great opportunity to improve our transport options in 

and around Bollington, to make our town safer, healthier, more accessible, sustainable and 

enjoyable.
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3 INTRODUCTION 

3.1 WHY WE CONDUCTED THE SURVEY 
This survey was designed and conducted by Transition Bollington to look at travel in and around Bollington, 

so we can better understand how people who live and work in Bollington get around. The results are 

intended to help Transition Bollington work with the council to improve the transport options available. 

The transport survey was carried out between Oct 2019 - Feb 2020. It grew out of a pilot survey about 

electric vehicle use. It was then updated to think about how people travel around Bollington and 

surrounding areas. The survey was designed to investigate different forms of travel, including walking, 

cycling, bus, private cars, car share, and electric vehicles. We were particularly interested in identifying 

barriers and understanding what stops people using different modes of transport, or relying solely on 

private cars. We also asked people to consider how they want to travel around in the future if the barriers 

identified were removed.  

There were five main transport modes for the basis of the survey: Buses, Cycling, Walking, Carsharing 

and Electric Vehicles. The design of the survey questions tried to be neutral and unbiased and aimed to 

identify specific barriers to using these five transport modes. The questions in general had quantitative, 

‘rating’ type questions from 1-5 and qualitative questions, to allow people to comment freely with specific 

issues, personal experiences, and ideas. This report combines and summarises both types of questions 

with charts and writing. 

3.2  WHO ARE TRANSITION BOLLINGTON AND MAD ABOUT POWER? 
Transition Bollington was formed in 2017 and aims to support the journey of our community to a more 

sustainable and resilient future. The group brings together Bollington residents to drive local grassroots 

community projects that promote sustainability, resilience and earth happiness in our community and local 

economy. 

Transition moves away from unsustainable lifestyles, behaviours and production to alternative 

technologies, energies, and more resilient communities. By nature, transition is diverse, inclusive, and 

apolitical.  

For more information and details of upcoming meetings, visit https://transitionbollington.wixsite.com/tbolly. 

All welcome to get involved.  

Mad About Power is a sub-group of Transition Bollington. We focus on reducing the carbon footprint of all 

types of power. The group researches, advises, resources and educates society about methods of reducing 

their carbon footprint in relation to transport and energy use. 

3.3 SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AND THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
Our planet is warmer now than at any point in the past 650,000 years. This is mainly a result of the huge 

increase in the amount of coal, oil and gas we’ve been burning since the industrial revolution, pumping 

https://transitionbollington.wixsite.com/tbolly
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greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Other greenhouse gases also contribute (e.g. methane from 

cows). There are also other exacerbating factors such as deforestation.1 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), human activities are estimated to 

have caused approximately 1.0°C of global warming above pre-industrial levels. They say global 

warming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it continues to increase at the current rate.2  

The IPCC warns that future climate-related risks are larger if global warming exceeds 1.5°C. Some impacts 

may be long-lasting or irreversible, such as the loss of some ecosystems. Pathways that limit global 

warming to 1.5°C with no or limited overshoot show clear emission reductions by 2030.3 

Each degree of warming will bring more extreme weather and sea level rises, meaning there is not a 

safe temperature rise. Climate change impacts are happening now and are increasing in severity and 

likelihood – from floods in Asia and Europe to droughts and hurricanes in the USA. Climate change is 

already displacing millions of the world's poorest people. And it's affecting people here in the UK too – as 

flooding will continue to get worse.4 Locally, we have already seen several severe flooding events in 

recent years, impacting local residents and businesses. Global, and local, biodiversity loss is also likely to 

result from climate change.  

The 2015 Paris Agreement aims to limit global temperature rises to 1.5°C. 160 countries, including the UK, 

have officially signed and committed to meeting this goal.5  

But how do we stop dangerous climate change? Two of the biggest solutions are being far more 

efficient in how we use energy, and moving from coal, oil and gas to 100% renewable energy as fast 

as possible.6  

The task is urgent – it is what happens between now and 2030 that overwhelmingly determines whether we 

can keep to 1.5°C, and save as many lives and livelihoods as possible.7 Change needs to happen 

quickly, and we all need to play our part, but it has to be done in a fair way: this is why many 

campaigners are calling for a just transition to a low carbon, circular economy in the UK. 

Changing the way we travel and shifting to low carbon transport is critical to addressing the climate 

emergency. Transport is now the UK’s biggest contributor to climate change: whereas in 1990 it 

accounted for less than a fifth (19%) of UK greenhouse gas emissions, it now accounts for more than a 

third (34%), and it continues to grow.8 In Cheshire East 31% of carbon emissions come from transport.9  

 
1 Friends of the Earth, ‘What causes climate change?’ https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change 

2 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5 ⁰C, Summary for Policymakers 

3 Ibid 

4 Friends of the Earth, ‘Climate change facts: the science and impacts’ https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-

change/climate-change-facts-science-and-impacts 

5 United Nations Climate Change, ‘What is the Paris Agreement?’ https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-

agreement/what-is-the-paris-agreement 

6 Friends of the Earth, ‘Climate change facts: the science and impacts’  

7 Ibid 

8 ‘A radical transport response to the climate emergency’, Lynn Sloman and Lisa Hopkinson, Transport for Quality of 

Life, 26 Oct 2019, https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-friendly-your-area 

9 ‘How climate friendly is your area?’, Friends of the Earth, https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-

friendly-your-area 

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/climate-change-facts-science-and-impacts
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate-change/climate-change-facts-science-and-impacts
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/what-is-the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/what-is-the-paris-agreement
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-friendly-your-area
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-friendly-your-area
https://takeclimateaction.uk/climate-action/how-climate-friendly-your-area
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3.4 POLICY AND SOCIAL CONTEXT 
To deliver the transport emissions reductions needed to address the climate emergency, research suggests 

car use will need to drop by 20-60% across the UK, depending on factors such as how quickly we switch to 

electric vehicles.10 

In Cheshire East only 5% of people commute by public transport, 3% cycle, and 10% walk. In the 

best performing similar local authority area, the proportions are 12%, 5% and 13% respectively.11 

Cheshire East should aim to have 40% of people commuting by public transport, cycling, and 

walking by 2030, according to Friends of the Earth. They further suggest 24% of commuter journeys in 

Cheshire East could be by bike (assuming good cycling infrastructure, such as segregated cycleways and 

the uptake of E-bikes). 

The Government have recently run a consultation on bringing forward a ban on sales of new petrol and 

diesel vehicles to 2035.12 To achieve this ambition it’s vitally important that a suitable charging 

infrastructure is in place. According to government research, Cheshire East has 59 electric vehicle charging 

devices (EV chargers). The Committee on Climate Change, which advises the government, says there 

should be 1 EV charger for every thousand cars by 2030. This suggests that in Cheshire East there should 

be at least 217 EV chargers.13 Encouragingly, Bollington Town Council recently committed to applying 

for an EV charging point grant to install charging points in the town.14  

While Government departments responsible for every other sector of the economy have cut carbon, the 

Department for Transport (DfT) has been pursuing policies that lock in high carbon emissions, through 

large-scale investment in roads. A new Transport Decarbonisation Plan from Department for Transport 

published in March 2020,15 however, has outlined a vision to make public transport and active travel the 

natural first choice for our daily activities, with less use of cars and more reliance on a convenient, cost-

effective and coherent public transport network. DfT is currently consulting on this plan.   

The biggest winners if we succeed in transforming public transport and enabling more active travel (walking 

and cycling) will be those who are worse off now - older people, children and low income households 

(nearly half of which don’t have access to a car).  

At present, those without access to a car in Bollington are left stranded in the evenings and on Sundays, 

when local bus services are non-existent.16 In 2017 major, and controversial, changes were made to the 

number 10 Bollington to Macclesfield bus service. Cheshire East took the decision to withdraw subsidies for 

less popular services which private operators did not deem financially viable, as part of £1.5 million yearly 

budget cuts. This led to operator, Arriva, cancelling these services, leaving residents stranded in the 

evenings and on Sundays.17 In 2016-2017 changes were also announced to the free local authority 

Tytherington school bus service. 

 
10 Lynn Sloman and Lisa Hopkinson, More than electric cars, Friends of the Earth (2019), 
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/more-electric-cars  

11 ‘How climate friendly is your area?’, Friends of the Earth 

12 Department for Transport, Consulting on ending the sale of new petrol, diesel and hybrid cars and vans, 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consulting-on-ending-the-sale-of-new-petrol-diesel-and-hybrid-cars-and-
vans 

13 ‘How climate friendly is your area?’, Friends of the Earth 

14 On-street Residential Chargepoint Scheme for Local Authorities.  

15 ‘Decarbonising Transport, Setting the Challenge’, Department for Transport, March 2020.  

16 Neither the number 10 Macclesfield-Bollington Arriva service, nor the number 392/ 391 Macclesfield-Stockport 
service operate on a Sunday.  

17 ‘Vital bus services at risk due to £1.5m cuts’, Macclesfield Live https://www.macclesfield-live.co.uk/news/vital-bus-
services-risk-due-13021836 

https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/more-electric-cars
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consulting-on-ending-the-sale-of-new-petrol-diesel-and-hybrid-cars-and-vans
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consulting-on-ending-the-sale-of-new-petrol-diesel-and-hybrid-cars-and-vans
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878642/decarbonising-transport-setting-the-challenge.pdf
https://www.macclesfield-live.co.uk/news/vital-bus-services-risk-due-13021836
https://www.macclesfield-live.co.uk/news/vital-bus-services-risk-due-13021836
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As stated by the government, “poor air quality is the largest environmental risk to public health in the 

UK18”. It goes on to state that long-term exposure to air pollution can cause chronic conditions such as 

cardiovascular and respiratory diseases as well as lung cancer and reduced life expectancy. Studies have 

shown that both long-term exposure (over years or lifetimes) as well as short-term exposure (over hours or 

days) both have a range of health impacts. Man-made air pollution in the UK has an estimated 

equivalent impact of 28,000 to 36,000 deaths per year according to Public Health England. There are 

many sources of air pollution, with road transport being a significant contributor both in particulate matter 

(PM) and Nitrogen oxides (NOx). 

More recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a major impact on all aspects of community and 

economic life. From March 2020, lockdown saw traffic levels radically reduce, while social distancing 

measures have seen many more people turn to walking and cycling as a primary means of getting around. 

Public transport use has dropped, and we are likely to see people continuing to avoid public transport in the 

coming months following government advice to reduce risk of transmission. The COVID-19 pandemic also 

disrupted local bus services for a time, leaving key workers stranded. The 391/392 service stopped 

operating on 20 April without warning, when its provider, Million Manchester Community Transport ceased 

all of its services because of ‘operating conditions’.19 The route is now up and running again. 

The response-gathering phase of the Bollington Transport Survey closed in February 2020 and so the 

survey does not capture the impact of the pandemic on people’s travel habits.    

There are important opportunities to re-allocate road space for walkers and cyclists and avoid an over-

reliance on cars as we emerge from lockdown. In May 2020 the Transport Secretary announced a £250m 

emergency active travel fund, as part of a wider £2Bn package, to achieve a step-change in the roll-out of 

active travel measures.20 New government guidance21 on active travel issued to all highways authorities 

says that "measures should be taken as swiftly as possible, and in any event within weeks." These 

measures include vouchers for cycle repairs; installing "pop-up" cycle facilities; using cones and barriers; 

encouraging walking and cycling to school; reducing speed limits; and introducing pedestrian and cycle 

zones. It is important that our local Borough Councillors inform us how this investment will improve the 

cycling/walking facilities in Bollington. 

 

 
18 UK Government website – Health matters: air pollution https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-
air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution  
19 ‘Anger as bus services used by key workers suspended 'without warning'’, Cheshire Live https://www.cheshire-

live.co.uk/news/chester-cheshire-news/anger-bus-services-used-key-18138974 

20 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2-billion-package-to-create-new-era-for-cycling-and-walking 

21 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reallocating-road-space-in-response-to-covid-19-statutory-guidance-

for-local-authorities/traffic-management-act-2004-network-management-in-response-to-covid-19 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-air-pollution/health-matters-air-pollution
https://www.cheshire-live.co.uk/news/chester-cheshire-news/anger-bus-services-used-key-18138974
https://www.cheshire-live.co.uk/news/chester-cheshire-news/anger-bus-services-used-key-18138974
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2-billion-package-to-create-new-era-for-cycling-and-walking
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reallocating-road-space-in-response-to-covid-19-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities/traffic-management-act-2004-network-management-in-response-to-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reallocating-road-space-in-response-to-covid-19-statutory-guidance-for-local-authorities/traffic-management-act-2004-network-management-in-response-to-covid-19
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4 SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

A survey was developed to assess how Bollington residents and visitors currently use transport while in 

Bollington or travelling to and from Bollington. The survey also assessed barriers to using certain transport 

modes and asked respondents what transport they would prefer to use if all barriers were removed. 

The survey was sent out on social media and by email to businesses within Bollington. Paper copies were 

also made available at The Bridgend Centre, Bollington Library, Bollington Town Hall, Leisure Centre, Civic 

Society, GP surgery, Hawthorn Road Church, All 4 Schools and the Arts Centre. Volunteers also gave out 

links to the survey or handed out paper copies and explained how to complete them outside the Coop, at 

the Bollington Christmas fayre and at the Love Bollington market. Leaflets were also handed out at the 

Bollington Civic Society talk on 20th January 2020. 

Section 1 began by asking respondents how they travel or move around Bollington and the surrounding 

areas. We asked respondents to rate the following different types of travel from most to least often: 

● Bicycle 

● Bus 

● Private Petrol or Diesel Car 

● Private electric vehicles 

● Taxi 

● By foot 

Once respondents had completed the rating task, they were presented with a series of questions relating to 

barriers which could prevent them from using certain modes of transport. For example, respondents were 

asked “When you don’t currently use the bus/ cycle/ walk etc, what stops you?” and were required to rate 

the barrier on a scale of “Never” to “Always”. 

After considering the barriers and replying to these items, respondents were given the rating task one more 

time. However, this time the rating task required them to rate how they would like to move around 

Bollington and the surrounding areas if all barriers reported were removed.22 

Finally, demographic information was collected in order to be able to assess what is important to different 

people. 

The information was used to display which barriers presented the largest issues for engaging in each mode 

of transport. In addition, the difference between how people currently travel and how they would travel if all 

barriers were removed was used to show the increase or decrease in each transport type that could be 

expected with the removal of barriers. The stacked bar charts used for this method were centered around 

zero. If the bars were skewed to the right, this showed that people wanted more of this mode of transport 

as an option. If they were skewed to the left, they wanted less of this mode of transport. In addition, two 

colours were used on the stacked charts, highlighting people who currently used the method of 

transportation in question against those who did not currently use the method. This allows the user to see 

whether any need for a particular mode of transport should be targeted at “new” or “existing” users. 

4.1 SURVEY APPROACH LESSONS LEARNED 
After the results for the survey had been collected and discussed by the volunteers, it was clear that some 

changes would be of benefit if it was done again. These include, but not limited to: 

 
22 It must be noted that the options presented to residents were only based on what is 'known' to be available. We did 
not, for example, ask residents whether they would be interested in adopting a mode of transport not yet commercially 
available (e.g. purchasing a hydrogen powered vehicle) to get around. We cannot account for unforeseen 
technological breakthroughs of some other form of powered vehicle which would negate the need for Electric Vehicle 
Charging Points or other options explored in this report. 
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● More questions / answer options related to accessibility and those with disability or mobility issues 

● Specific questions (and more survey responses) for those under 18, as the impact of future 

transport solutions will directly affect them the most. 

4.2 RESULTS CHARTS EXPLANATION 
The survey results were collated and charts prepared using data analysis software, Power BI. These 

results could be analysed further and presented in various ways in future. A brief explanation of charts is 

below 

 

 

 

 

These column charts represent total 

number of responses per question in 

the form of  

1 (Never a barrier) to  

5 (Always a barrier) 

 

 

These charts represent the 

gender split between male & 

female, and age range of 

respondents (pie chart) 

A stacked histogram is a chart that uses 

bars to show comparisons between 

categories of data, but with ability to 

break down and compare parts of a 

whole.  

In this instance we have used it to show 

the difference in travel habits if barriers 

were removed. 
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5 SURVEY RESULTS 

5.1 RESPONDENTS  
There were 429 unique respondents to the survey. Among the respondents, there were 317 Bollington 

residents and 155 people who reported that they work in Bollington. The majority of the respondents were 

female, and respondents covered the full spectrum of age categories relatively evenly, with slightly fewer in 

the 18-25 category. A depiction of the demographic information is displayed in Figure 1. 

 

 

Figure 1 Demographic information 
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5.2 BUS TRAVEL  

 

Figure 2 Bus travel results chart 

Narrative explanation of bus travel results  

It is important to both understand the barriers to transport use and aspects which are not considered to be 

a barrier. This helps to make sure that interventions do not try to target aspects that the general public do 

not consider an issue.  

When presented with barriers to bus use, respondents typically reported that accessibility and busses 

being too crowded were not issues that prevented them from using the bus. In addition, respondents 

did not report that they preferred not to use the bus. Instead, the main issues that were reported were 

the regularity of the service (“More frequent buses with better connections and covering a wider range of 

times would make this a brilliant option.”), that it was perceived that the bus takes too long as a mode of 

transport, and that the bus routes were a barrier to using the bus.  

The cost of the bus was a barrier to some respondents, but not to others. Looking closer at the cost of 

the bus as a barrier, those who reported it was not a barrier were respondents in the 65 years + age 

category, and likely in receipt of a bus pass. 

Stacked Histograms revealed that if barriers were removed, respondents would be more likely to use the 

bus. However, people who reported not currently using the bus were most likely to continue not 

using the bus, even when barriers are removed. Current bus users were more likely to use the bus if 

barriers were removed 

Participants were also encouraged to leave qualitative feedback at the end of the survey. Feedback 

revealed that current services limit freedom of movement for those without cars or who don’t want to use 

one, including limiting access to businesses, pubs, workplaces, schools and childcare (“Sort the bus 

system out ASAP - it’s killing our pubs! And isolating older folk!”). 
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A consistent theme arising from this feedback was that the lack of a Sunday bus service was an issue (“I 

am appalled that we currently have no Sunday bus service from Bollington! I have a young person at home 

who works on a Sunday and we are forced to drive her to/from work”). Issues with the bus service times - 

and how this made it difficult to both travel for a job which was not typical 9-5 hours, and trying to travel 

outside of 9-5 hours at all - were raised (“It is really difficult to work outside of 9-5 in Bollington if you do not 

have private transport. There is only a taxi after 10.30pm”; “As I work in Stockport I would like to know why 

the last bus (391) from Stockport terminates at Middlewood instead of continuing through to Macclesfield 

via Bollington.”; “I would like to reinstate an evening service to Macclesfield at LEAST on Friday / Saturday 

nights until late”).  

Bus service infrequency was also noted as a barrier (“More frequent buses please! I love getting the bus 

but just find it too infrequent and costly”), with respondents specifying that a local shuttle bus could be 

the answer to this issue (“I would love AND USE a shuttle bus through Bollington which travels back and 

fore every 15 minutes. It would be especially useful for the school run”). The need for more services 

connecting to Kerridge was also noted.  

Some comments suggested that unreliability of bus services (“having to rely on the number 10 bus route 

which is very unreliable is not ideal”), and not knowing when the bus was going to arrive was a barrier 

to using the bus (“If there was a clear digital timing for the bus like there is at the trains station it might 

people more inclined to use the buses”), which could be addressed by the use of electronic bus signs.  

Respondents commonly identified that better bus links to key areas were needed (particularly to 

Wilmslow, Adlington and Macclesfield train stations and to Buxton, Didsbury and Congleton) and identified 

that a shuttle bus to local stations would encourage them to use public transport more. The need for 

clearer information about routes and destinations was also identified (“making people aware of the 

different routes there are on the bus because in these more remote places people may not know the links 

and how long it takes etc”). One respondent commented on the need for improvements to facilities at 

Macclesfield bus station (“Improvements should be made to Macclesfield bus station - it is dirty and 

depressing and puts people off using buses.”).  

The high cost of bus travel was an issue noted by some in their qualitative feedback (“[buses] are also 

very expensive for a mother and children to use daily to and from primary school”), though survey results 

revealed this was not a barrier to some respondents, particularly those in the 65 years + age category, and 

likely in receipt of a bus pass. A number of people also noted that there is no free school bus service, 

and there are limited services for travel to schools / childcare (“I would like my child to be able to travel to 

and from school on a bus where the cost does not resemble a second mortgage!!”; “Also appalled that 

there is no longer a free school bus to any of our local senior schools.”). 
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5.3 CYCLING  

 

Figure 3 Cycling results charts 

Narrative explanation of cycling results  

For cycling, the barriers showed a unique pattern. For example, not having the correct kit was not a 

problem for most people, but where this was a problem, it was a large problem “Always a barrier”. 

This suggests that people either have access to bicycles or do not have access, and this is what prevents 

them from using this mode of transport. This result shows that there could be a benefit in having bike 

rental stations across Bollington and Macclesfield which people could use and return for a small fee.  

However, cycling on the road was also a large barrier to adopting cycling as a mode of transport. This 

barrier had more variance in the response options selected. This showed that there is variability in when 

people are prevented from cycling due to not liking to cycle on the road. It is important to explore this 

further to discover when cycling on the road is and is not a barrier to travelling, and therefore understand 

how to enable more people to cycle. Other barriers, including lighting and storage, were not a problem 

for most cyclists, but were a barrier for a significant number.  

Accessibility issues and fear of breaking down were not reported as barriers often.  

Finally, the stacked histograms showed that although there were many people who would have the same 

level of cycle use if these barriers were removed, there were many more respondents who would 

increase their cycle use if these barriers were removed.  

The qualitative responses support the quantitative results. Respondents consistently reported the need 

for more cycle routes (“Safe cycle routes to Wilmslow and Hazel Grove to connect with train stations and 

cycle routes into Manchester”; “It would be amazing to have safer cycle routes. I would like to be able to 

cycle more safely to Adlington station where I go regularly, and a safe route to Wilmslow”), supporting the 

idea that they are not likely to cycle on the road and showing that this could be a way to overcome this 

barrier. For example, they reported that the large amount of on-street parking in Bollington makes 

cycling difficult and dangerous (“Cycling is not the safest mostly due to the amount of parked and poorly 

parked cars in Bollington”; “cycling is hampered by sightlines being blocked by cars and vans on corners 
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and junctions”; “There is too much traffic and the main route through the town is crowded with parked cars 

and narrows alarmingly in a few places. It's bad enough in a car, let alone by bike”).  

In addition, they reported the need for safer cycle routes which included not only issues around traffic 

and road surfaces (“The attitude/lack of common sense of some drivers in the morning is likely to be 

putting people off cycling”; “I have a bike but don't like cycling much (roads are scary)”; “Pot-holes and 

water on the roads (from leaks) turning to ice make cycling dangerous in Bollington”), but also more 

appropriate lighting (this was the primary reason one respondent gave for not cycling during the winter 

months: “I have stopped cycling on the Middlewood Way (route to Marple) as it is unlit in winter (doesn't 

feel safe) and difficult to get on/ off near where I live”; “It would be good if there were more lights along the 

canal to make cycling at night safer.”). One respondent summarises the above issues as follows: “Cycle 

paths are non-existent or very poorly surfaced, or are badly laid out and used as normal road by other 

traffic. Potholes and awful road surfaces put me off, especially in bad weather, while I have frequent safety 

concerns with overtaking cars.If cycling infrastructure could be improved by better separating bikes and 

cars I would feel safer. I also know several people who completely rule out commuting by bike as they do 

not feel safe on roads, even though they would like to cycle.”  

Respondents also reported that they would like to have easier access to Middlewood Way at various 

points, as this would improve the ability to use this route for commuting (“Need easier access to the 

Middlewood way at Wellington Road”).  

Respondents also raised potential solutions to improve cycling safety and uptake in Bollington. Some 

respondents recommended cycling and pedestrian priority (e.g. clear markings and/or signage that 

indicates Bollington is a ‘cycling and pedestrian first’ town to motorists). This would be an easy and 

affordable step towards making residents feel safer when cycling and hopefully increase the number of 

residents who will cycle inside the town.  

Some respondents drew attention to the lack of bike racks (“Lack of cycle parking at destinations”), 

suggesting more bike rack locations would allow for better access to schools, businesses and amenities. 

Others mentioned the hilly local topography as a barrier, suggesting uptake of E-bikes may encourage 

more people to cycle. 
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5.4 WALKING  

 
Figure 4 Walking results charts 

Narrative explanation of walking results  

The quantitative results from the survey showed that main barriers to walking seemed to be that it was 

inconvenient, it takes too long, and that the time of day would also sometimes be a barrier to travelling 

around by foot. Crossing roads and lack of pavement was a barrier in some cases, but pollution was 

not reported as an issue at the time of this survey. It is notable that this survey was conducted pre 

COVID-19 lockdown, and that pollution levels are now more of a discussion point in local community 

groups. It would be interesting to re-run this element of the survey again to see whether this, and other 

barriers were repositioned in their relative importance to residents.  

Stacked histogram results were mixed, showing that some people would like to walk more and some would 

like to walk less. People would like to walk more outside of Bollington. Initially it was thought that this 

was an artefact in the data due to the study design, however the qualitative results shed light on this, as will 

be discussed. 

Qualitative data seemed to highlight different issues than those raised in the quantitative section. 

This could be that the questions were not specific enough, or well formed, or that respondents considered 

specific issues after considering all the barriers for all modes of transport and were able to revisit the idea 

of walking as a mode of transportation and identify barriers qualitatively that they did not identify at the time. 

One example of this is that respondents noted that the lack of pavements, narrow pavements, and cars 

on pavements all make walking difficult. This was meant to be probed by the barrier question “crossing 

roads or lack of pavements” however, this was raised more prominently in the qualitative feedback (“The 

lack of pavements and parking on pavements makes walking more risky within Bollington”; “There needs to 

be more crossing points for pedestrians on the main road through Bollington and making sure the 

pavements are clear. My partner has a disability, they can walk but very slowly so crossing the main road”).  

Linked to this, respondents also noted that vehicle speeds close to pavements is dangerous (“I will 

have to probably get car to school because the road is too dangerous for us all”; “Traffic goes too quickly 

on the main road through Bollington, making it feel dangerous and unpleasant to walk along, or to wait for 



 

15 
 

the bus.”). This was especially noted by parents with young children (“I walk down and back up Moss Brow 

with a pram and a small child in hand - it’s one of the most dangerous roads in Bollington in my opinion for 

pedestrians, mostly children using the road / adults pushing young children in prams along the cobbled 

edge, and the cars just charging past at full speed and suddenly breaking...”) 

More crossing points would improve accessibility and safety for pedestrians. (“There needs to be 

more crossing points for pedestrians on the main road through Bollington and making sure the pavements 

are clear.”; ““The lack of pavements and parking on pavements makes walking more risky within 

Bollington.”) . A number of respondents also commented that dog muck on pavements also put them off 

walking locally. 

This all suggests that barriers to walking do exist, but these may have been overshadowed by other 

perceived barriers at the time of answering the quantitative part of the questionnaire (such as the 

inconvenience of walking).  

In line with this, some respondents also mentioned that vehicle pollution (fumes and noise) next to 

pavements and residential areas was a barrier (“I feel that moving around Bollington on foot or cycle 

alongside the B5090 especially, is at times a nightmare because of the vehicular speed, proximity, noise 

and trapped exhaust pollutants. )”. But this was not a major concern in the quantitative results. It could be 

that the same people who raised this as an issue in the quantitative results also reported this qualitatively, 

however this likely means that this is a large issue for a subsect of the Bollington population. 

Interestingly, the stacked histograms showed that respondents would like to do more walking outside of 

Bollington. The qualitative results showed that things like a safe walking route to Prestbury station 

would be useful (“If there was a safe pedestrian route to Prestbury station I'd probably use it to get to the 

train”). 

5.5 CARSHARING  

 

Figure 5 Carsharing results charts 
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Narrative explanation of carsharing results  

Results showed that most respondents do not currently carshare. Encouragingly, however, around 

25% of respondents do carshare.  

If carsharing was available, the highest rated activity that respondents indicated that they would use it 

for was social activities, followed by travelling to work. Although speculative, the reason that 

carsharing is highly reported for social activities could be linked to the limited public transport. There are 

some qualitative insights that support this which will be presented. When respondents reported on barriers 

to carsharing, not having access to a carsharing scheme was reported as the main barrier, followed 

closely by social reasons (non specific) and the hours respondents travel not being conducive (in their 

view) to carsharing. 

Although stacked bar charts showed that respondents would like to increase their carsharing, this shift was 

not as dramatic as with other modes of transportation. 

Qualitative results showed that respondents were positive about the possibility of a car share scheme 

(“I would be interested in finding out more about a car share scheme”). When respondents reported on why 

they would want a carshare scheme, they either wanted it to get to the next mode of transport, such as the 

train station (“I would love there to be a well used car share facility for local trips to train station for 

example”; 

“I would also be interested in car-sharing for journeys to the station and further afield.”) or to public 

amenities (“I would be interested in a car share to the nearest supermarket”), thus suggesting that this is 

one way of “plugging the gap” left by more traditional public transport modes. This is further supported by 

one respondent who suggested supplementing the bus service with car sharing or a more bespoke public 

service system (“Need a 7 day bus service married to named car sharers / dial a bus service??”). Overall 

respondents seemed open to the idea of trialling a carshare system (“If there was a good car sharing 

scheme we would be very interested in trialling it.”), however in the wake of the new COVID-19 reality, a 

carsharing trial may need to be more imaginative in order to succeed. 

5.6 ELECTRIC VEHICLES  

 

Figure 6 Electric vehicles results chart 
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Narrative explanation of electric vehicle results 

Overall, the main barrier to EV use was the entry cost to owning an EV (“I would prefer to use the most 

eco-friendly method possible to get around but can't afford an electric car at the moment”). However, with 

the growth in the market, and second hand EVs becoming more of a possibility (“Would prefer an EV in the 

future, when I can afford one in future years when there are more 2nd hand EVs available”), this barrier can 

be expected to diminish over time. With that in mind, it is important to assess the remaining barriers to use 

in order to understand how prepared Bollington needs to be for the future.  

Most respondents indicated that they were aware of the benefits and did not fear the technology. This is a 

large step in the right direction, given that these had previously been reported as some of the main barriers 

to EV use. However, respondents did report (to varying degrees) that the time taken to charge the 

vehicles, and particularly the availability of charging points (“Need more electric charging points in 

Bollington” 

“We need electric car charging points in Bollington for visitors and for residents.”; “Why has Bollington got 

no accessible charging points at the moment?”; “The issues with availability of charging points will make it 

almost impossible for the majority of people living in terraced houses in Bollington to buy an electric 

vehicle.”), were barriers to entry. This can be combated through community education, but also 

through appropriate infrastructures, providing a good range of fast chargers while also alerting the 

community to their availability. Encouragingly, stacked histograms showed that respondents are very 

keen to adopt this mode of transport in the future, when the barriers to entry have been reduced.  

Additional qualitative responses showed that although respondents acknowledged that EV use (for private 

and public transport) would be ideal, that the costs associated with it for the public purse may make this 

unrealistic (“It would be amazing if we could all have electric vehicles and buses every ten minutes going to 

destinations all around but let’s be realistic who is going to cover the costs for this?”).  

Although most respondents did not report issues with “fearing” the technology, there are still concerns 

around battery life (“I do not trust either the claimed mileage on a full charge or the life [charges or years] 

of these expensive  batteries.”; “the fact that electric cars cannot hold enough charge to complete our 

commute to work at the moment, never mind longer journeys.”). Although these concerns are likely 

unfounded given advances in technology and availability of charging points across the road network more 

generally, continued community education would be needed to combat these pervasive criticisms of 

EV battery life and capacity.  

One respondent also noted their concern that “on balance replacing my existing car with a new EV would 
be more harmful to the global environment due to the impact of manufacturing the EV.”  
 

A number of respondents also remarked that they would be interested in hiring an e-bike (see cycling 
section).  
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6 DISCUSSION & IDEAS 

Based on the survey responses, survey commentary and discussions within the volunteer groups, many 

ideas formed that could developed or trialled in Bollington. Some of these may need further research, 

stronger community support or significant funding to implement, so have not been directly included in the 

‘Recommendations’ section of this report. 

6.1 BUS TRAVEL - IDEAS 
● A Bollington in-town shuttle bus covering school runs, providing access to shops, amenities and 

businesses cut down the amount of traffic near schools at the start and end of the day and could 

help people reach destinations not served by the current bus routes. Support for a shuttle bus came 

through strongly in comments from participants.  

 

● A station access shuttle bus (e.g. to Macclesfield, Prestbury, Adlington, Hazel Grove) would also 

help commuters connect to other public transport modes and leave their cars at home.  

 

● An “On-demand”23 mini bus for sharing journeys (e.g. to workplaces, gym, train stations etc) or 

smaller, but more frequent, or more flexible bus routes served by minibus / community taxis would 

help address barriers to using the bus as a mode of transport. This could be organised via an app.24  

 

● Clearer timetabling and digital signs at bus stops indicating when the next bus is due would help 

passengers plan journeys and reduce anxiety if services are running late.  

 

● Better connections to more further-afield destinations (e.g. to Buxton, Didsbury, Wilmslow) and time-

-tabling that allows for convenient transfer between services would encourage more people to use 

the bus as a mode of transport. 

● Better bus stops would improve the passenger experience. Bus shelters themselves could also be 

made more inviting through better accessibility and allowance for other amenities (e.g. bike racks, 

community noticeboards, green roofs / planting, power supply for pop-up stalls).  

 

● Bike racks on the front or back of buses would improve passenger experience and enable seamless 

transfer between transport modes. 

 

6.2 CYCLING – IDEAS 
 

● In line with the access to kit, which was seen as a barrier in the quantitative results, a shared bike 

scheme or bike rental scheme could increase the take up of bike usage within the town. However 

this needs to be paired with the ability to safely store the shared cycle, or to return a rental bike at 

multiple locations within the town for ease of use. E-bikes should form part of this offer. 

 
23 The InterConnect network and CallConnect demand responsive services in Lincolnshire are successful examples of 

this approach. See ‘The future of rural bus services in the UK’, Better Transport, 
https://bettertransport.org.uk/sites/default/files/research-files/The-Future-of-Rural-Bus-Services.pdf 

24 Recognise that not all passengers will be tech savvy or have access to an app, so include phone number option, or 

encourage neighbours to support people who do not have the app.  

https://bettertransport.org.uk/sites/default/files/research-files/The-Future-of-Rural-Bus-Services.pdf
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● This could also be supported by a cycle hub. This could be a meeting point within the town for 

cycle sharing, cycle repair and maintenance, knowledge sessions (e.g. e-bikes), wet weather 

cycling, gear sharing (trailers, pannier bags) and more. 

● In addition to the need for more cycle racks around Bollington, improved cycle racks - including 

weather shelters and the potential for EV bike charging - could improve cycling uptake.  

 

● Cycle racks on buses could increase the opportunity for passengers to use the bikes between 

towns, and further afield.  

6.3 WALKING - IDEAS 
● Correct the imbalance between pedestrians and motorists by making the transition from ‘car power’ 

to ‘pedestrian power’, where feasible. Reducing traffic speeds in Bollington, with the potential for a 

20mph limit would encourage people to walk more often within the town. There is already an active 

‘20’s Plenty’ campaign locally25. In a similar vein, making Bollington a “pedestrian and cycling first” 

town (by putting signs up and around town to encourage this behaviour and indicate to motorists 

that cycling and walking traffic is prioritized) or adopting a ‘shared space’ approach similar to that 

used in Poynton could help correct the balance. There is also evidence to suggest this would 

improve air quality. According to Rod King of 20’s Plenty, when speed is reduced to 20mph, there is 

an 8% reduction in NOx and PM10s. Also, when 20mph was introduced in Edinburgh it led to a 

tripling of children cycling, indicating we could see multiple benefits from reduced traffic speed. 

 

● A review of key walking routes through the town for accessibility and availability of crossings (e.g. at 

Co-op) and the potential for clearly marked walking zones could present options both to reduce 

traffic, but also increase the desirability of walking for residents. In view of the comments about 

accessibility for parents with young children/ buggies and those who use wheelchairs, more lowered 

kerbs and enforcement of parking restrictions would help people reclaim the pavements. Closing 

roads and introducing more walking zones should also be considered for problem spots.  

 

● Having more information available locally about walking routes in the surrounding area might 

support people to realise their ambition to walk more outside of Bollington.   

 

● In view of comments about pollutants, a review of transport of freight into and out of Bollington 

should be conducted, including options for using smaller vans rather than HGVs. 

6.4 CAR SHARING - IDEAS 
● If a suitable careshare scheme were available locally, there would be interest in using carsharing for 

social activities, to travel to work, and to travel to common destinations such as supermarkets and 

stations. There are clear financial benefits to carsharing, as well as environmental benefits. 

Platforms already exist to enable this, such as that provided by social enterprise Liftshare.26 

 

● Locally, carsharing between people who already know each other could be positively encouraged 

(e.g. to travel to the same workplace or for social activities). Where users do not yet know one 

another, endorsement of the car sharing scheme from the local council or another trusted body 

 
25 You can sign the ‘20 Is Plenty’ petition here: https://www.change.org/p/cheshire-east-20-s-plenty-for-cheshire-
east 

26 Liftshare, https://liftshare.com/uk 

https://www.change.org/p/cheshire-east-20-s-plenty-for-cheshire-east
https://www.change.org/p/cheshire-east-20-s-plenty-for-cheshire-east
https://liftshare.com/uk
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could help overcome barriers around trust. In Harrogate, for example, the borough council 

encourages local businesses and council employees to lift share.27 Carsharing schemes in smaller 

towns should be reviewed to assess how to introduce a successful local scheme. 

 

● Other steps that could help increase carsharing include a community pool car / minibus available for 

shared journeys only, introducing benefits / incentives for regular car share drivers / users. 

 

● Another approach that could be considered alongside the introduction of an 'on-demand' mini-bus 

service (see bus travel section) would be a group of volunteer ‘car share drivers’ who commit a few 

hours a week for a ‘dial a carshare’ scheme. This could potentially be combined or discussed with 

existing ‘Flexilink’ service for over 80’s or those with disabilities. 

6.5 ELECTRIC VEHICLES  - IDEAS 
● It is clear that the appropriate EV charging infrastructure urgently needs to be put in place if we are 

to see rapid uptake of EVs in the local area. Encouragingly, Bollington Town Council recently 

committed to applying for an EV charging point grant to install charging points in the town. 

 

● Continued community education - such as the EV information events run by Transition Bollington, 

offering opportunities to talk to owners about their experience of running an EV and giving insight 

into different fuelling techniques with EVs, for example - is needed to combat pervasive concerns of 

EV battery life and capacity. 

 

● Steps should be taken to enable E-bike hire as part of a wider initiative to introduce bike hire 

stations around the town. 

● Potential to subsidise or encourage local taxi firms to adopt EVs, with support for installing charging 

points at taxi ranks, taxi driver homes or other incentives such as preferential rates for Bollington 

journeys in EV taxis. 

 
27 Harrogate Car Share, https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/info/20021/greener_travel/220/harrogate_car_share 

 

https://www.harrogate.gov.uk/info/20021/greener_travel/220/harrogate_car_share
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7 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Bus travel - recommendations 

● Within Bollington: Introduce a Bollington in-town electric shuttle bus for school run to local primary 

schools and to provide access to shops, amenities and businesses. Combine with trial of 'on-

demand' mini-bus service for specific destinations, using an appropriate app.  

 

● Bollington and surrounding areas: Re-introduce Bollington - Macclesfield bus service in the 

evenings and on Sundays. Explore options for introducing an express service to Macclesfield to 

reduce travel times. Provide shuttle bus service to local stations (including Macclesfield, Adlington, 

Hazel Grove) at peak times. Ensure routes and timings of local bus services provide easy 

connection to other destinations (Buxton, Wilmslow, Congleton, Didsbury). 

 

● Re-introduce free school bus service to Tytherington. Ensure this is combined with initiatives to 

encourage children to cycle to school via the Middlewood Way.  

 

● Introduce better bus stops, including clearer timetabling and solar-powered digital bus signs 

indicating when next bus due. 

Cycling - recommendations 

● Introduce bike rental stations across Bollington and Macclesfield, including options for E-bike rental. 

Start a cycle hub in Bollington. 

 

● Reduce pinch-points on the main roads. Improve safety of cycle routes through measures to give 

cycling and walking priority, improved road surfaces and more appropriate lighting. Introduce more 

cycle routes and - where feasible - segregated cycle lanes in and around the town, (including a safe 

walking/ cycling route to Prestbury and Adlington).  

 

● Provide for easier access to the Middlewood Way at various points so as to improve the ability to 

use this route for commuting. 

 

● Improve cycleway and cycle lane signage and markings throughout the Bollington area. 

 

● Provide more bike rack locations in and around the town, including weather shelters and the 

potential for EV bike charging. Introduce cycle racks on buses. 

 

Walking - recommendations 

● Reduce car speeds in Bollington, with the introduction of 20mph speed limit.  

 

● Explore whether a ‘shared space’ approach could be adopted in Bollington/ consider making 

Bollington a “pedestrian and cycling first” town.  

 

● Review key walking routes through the town for accessibility and availability of crossings. Explore 

potential for clearly marked walking zones, so as to increase the desirability of walking for residents.  

 

● Introduce a safe walking route to Prestbury station (alongside considering introduction of a safe 

cycling route).  
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Car sharing - recommendations 

● Support the trial of a car share scheme in Bollington.  

 

Electric Vehicles - recommendations 

● Rapidly introduce appropriate EV charging infrastructure in Bollington and the surrounding area.  

 

● Continue to engage the community through community education initiatives to combat pervasive 

concerns about EV battery life and capacity. 

 

● Enable E-bike hire as part of a wider initiative to introduce bike hire stations around the town.. 

 

8 CONCLUSION 

The 429 people who responded to the Transport Survey revealed a range of barriers which prevent them 

from using certain modes of transport in and around Bollington, and offered invaluable insights into what 

could be done to address these and encourage more people to adopt more sustainable transport habits.  

The survey revealed that the main things that stops people using the bus include the regularity of the 

service, that the bus takes too long, and that the bus routes are a barrier, particularly for accessing local 

train stations and destinations like Buxton, Didsbury and Congleton. The cost of the bus was a barrier to 

some respondents, but not to others. Not knowing when the bus is going to arrive and reliability is also a 

barrier. Current bus services - particularly the lack of a Sunday and evening bus service - limit freedom of 

movement for those without cars or those who don’t want to use one, including limiting access to 

businesses, pubs, workplaces, schools and childcare. The lack of a free school bus is a barrier for 

secondary-school aged children. Positively, respondents also identified a range of solutions to these issues 

- among them both ‘quick fixes’ and proposals requiring significant investment.  

Overall, responses to cycling and walking-related questions reveal the need to achieve a better balance in 

road/ space-use between vehicles and pedestrians and cyclists in Bollington and the surrounding area. 

Structural changes are needed to achieve a shift from ‘car power’ to ‘pedal’ or ‘pedestrian power’, alongside 

supporting shifts in individual travel habits. This has become even more important as social distancing 

measures during the COVID-19 pandemic have seen many more people turn to walking and cycling as a 

primary means of getting around.  

When asked about barriers to cycling, not having the correct cycling kit was not a problem for most people, 

but where this was a problem, it was a large problem, suggesting there could be a benefit in having bike 

rental stations across Bollington and Macclesfield. Cycling on the road was also a large barrier. Lighting 

and storage are barriers, while on-street parking and unsafe vehicle speeds makes cycling difficult and 

dangerous. The need for more cycling routes and improved access to the Middlewood Way was identified. 

Encouragingly, many respondents would increase their cycle use if these barriers were removed. The 

Transition Bollington Mad About Power group are already working with Bollington Town Council to install 

cycle racks around the town.  

The main barriers to walking seem to be that it is perceived to be inconvenient, to take too long, and that 

the time of day is sometimes a barrier to travelling around by foot. Crossing roads and lack of pavement 

was reported as a problem for those who use a buggy or have mobility issues. The speed of passing 

vehicles was also raised as a concern, suggesting the introduction of lower speed limits could be useful.  

While most people who responded to the survey do not currently carshare, around 25% of respondents do. 

If a suitable carshare scheme were available locally there would be interest in using carsharing for social 
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activities, to travel to work, and to travel to common destinations such as supermarkets and stations. 

Respondents were open to the idea of trying carsharing, suggesting a local trial would be worthwhile. 

While respondents are very keen to adopt electric vehicles (EV) as a mode of transport in the future, the 

entry cost to owning an EV is the main barrier at present. However, with the growth in the market, 

purchasing second hand EVs will become more of a possibility. The time taken to charge vehicles, and 

particularly the availability of charging points were also identified as barriers. It is clear that the appropriate 

EV charging infrastructure urgently needs to be put in place if we are to see rapid uptake of EVs in the local 

area. Positively, steps are already being taken by Bollington Town Council (working in partnership with the 

Transition Bollington Mad About Power group) to install EV charging points in the town. Mad About Power 

will continue to focus on community education to combat pervasive concerns about EV battery life and 

capacity. 

It is notable that this survey was conducted prior to the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown, which has 

had a major impact on all aspects of community and economic life. Traffic levels radically reduced during 

lockdown, while many more people turned to walking and cycling. There are currently important 

opportunities to re-allocate road space for walkers and cyclists to enable social distancing and to avoid 

over-reliance on cars as we emerge from lockdown, which should be prioritised by Cheshire East Council. 

Public transport use has dropped during the pandemic. This means we need to be more creative in 

identifying solutions to enable people to travel more sustainably and to ensure people are not isolated by a 

lack of appropriate transport options. 

Pollution levels, which were not reported as a barrier to walking at the time of the survey, are now more of a 

discussion point in local community groups. It would be interesting to re-run this element of the survey 

again to see whether this, and other barriers, were repositioned in their relative importance to residents 

against the backdrop of COVID-19 

 

 

Further Information and Useful Links: 

Transition Bollington: transitionbollington.wixsite.com/tbolly 

Mad About Power: facebook.com/Bollington-Mad-about-Power-104935670919205/ 

https://transitionbollington.wixsite.com/tbolly
https://www.facebook.com/Bollington-Mad-about-Power-104935670919205/
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